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wrltten in th ook’? (verse vl). This

ume is the book of life. In other

to be given eternal life and

ce into God’s Kingdom, it is
ecessary to efound n thls book.

Churc: bemg gudged now

. For the time is come that judg-,
ment must begin at the house




~ and tried now in preparation for
~ qualifications for birth into His

~ance for the Christian?

or famlly] of Ged,”f,(lk ,’yf’the lega rzght,to membersh1p mi
Pet. 4 1. God’s: Church — and 1 .
~only His Church — is being tested

h eternal life. But why are we being  of
. Judged now? Why, of all the people  th
in the world, is God deexdmg our  prd

~ Family on the basis of our acttons M f his name i ‘- “Lf expla ed that God’s begot- -
~ now? At what precise. momer ~ booal Teco ; “sealed w1th that
etermty come to hang in the bal- ‘

Notice the example of Abraham,

. Isaac;Jacob and the other servants
~ of God. Christ did call some few .

their chance for salvation. These
- Old Testament servants of God :
- were judged in their lifetimes. They,

~ were His true people. But why?

~ determines when eac

ﬂ“fwhatsoever worketh abomination, or

- people in the ﬁrst 4,000 years of
~ world history — _and they did have

‘like us, had God’s Holy Spmt and«_w

There is an important but ofte
overlooked bond these people o
~ gone eons have in common W

~today. A specific legal ‘doc .
. é:gervantf;of
v God olﬁmally begms hlS : 'epairatiojn

for eternity.
~ *“And there shall in no wise ent@
lmto it any thing that defileth, nelthe

_ maketh a lie: but they which are
fwrltten in the Lamb’s book of life” OWr € ¢ ' .
‘(Rev 21:27). Here is the answer. e 1e book sted there demgnate” .

~ Everyone who will ever live in the ' the book ¢ mem ,,rs of the royal Famxly, i

~ Kingdom of God as members of

~fied for eternal life. They will become

- God’s Family must have their names
‘entered in this book! . ‘
. Matthew 811 plamly says th;
- ]Abraham Isaac and Jacob will bein e e Cl , -
the Kingdom of God. They represent - boo ife is just 1 1e for 1S orgiven, that he has received
the faithful men and women in the J : the Spirit and that helsabeget- o
past who were tested and who quali- ' ~ e o

members of God’s Family. Their
names are in the book of life!
Now notice an experience in the
life of Moses, another of the faithful
~ few in the Old Testament. The_l‘:;,
‘people of Israel had committed a a1 00 . !
grievous sin against God, forsaking ' man .| e boo fe. he angels m o
the covenant He so generously made  shall t e E from the of the en rejoice when one sinner re-
- with them As a result, God was  bo - D ¢ Bible  pents, recewes God S
- ready to punish by death the entire o G ‘ vay I >
~ nation, as death is the penalty for s1n .
- (Rom. 6:23). -
Moses, understandmg the ﬁnahty
, ~of Israel’s punishment, went before
' God to plead for mercy for the na- Tom hen ¢
tion. In doing so, he offered to relin- :,gr At ‘, k be taken seriously. ~ book of life need xplanatlon -
 quish his most precious possession — Whose names are included in th ortant to emember that ’
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o  the book of 1fe is spemﬁcally men* '

. not clearly revealed, and certainly,
- ‘Holy Spirit, but these do not alter the 1
- His people.

. early New Testament apostles them-,

“ten in heaven.”

. ~ in all history. Christ dealt with them
face-to-face during His earthly min-

_AD 31

~ God, and according to his own words,

“And they that dwell on the earthﬁ;;
- shall wonder, whose names were not

. refer to ,the names, but rather to the

,k book of life, yet he sald “r keep
tioned in scripture only 11 times.
- Every facet of its role in God’s plan i

";fthe:dead, 'sman«and great, stand  sut
k:before God and the books [thef;‘ a;
. myse}f should bc a castaway” (I Cor.

;27) .

technical questions remain. Conse- ,
quently, there appear to be excep-}, ~ book was opened wh1ch 15 the
tions to the general rule that one’s  book of life’’ (Rev. 20: 11 12)
name is recorded at receptlon of the 1

n is oﬁ"ered“. "k«wonderfui promlses When one 1s'
- who have  granted repentance, i bapuzed and
( jrecetves God’s Holy Spirit, he re-

. P
ceives his only chance of salvation.

~ normal manner in which God deals
~ with the overwhelmmg magortty o

One such exceptlon may be the Ve

~ name in the book of life — legal
selves. Notice Luke 10:20, “where
Christ tells them, “Rejorce not that
the spirits are subject unto you: but
rather, because your names are wrrt-,

gotten son of God qualifying to be
: God s way of life, disqualify-

These men formed a group umque'

Nottce “Therefore Iet us go‘ .
into perfectton .For it is
~ impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted
of the heavel

istry, and their lives and work were to ¢
be the foundation of the New Testa-
ment Church. Apparently, their )
 names may have been written m_’f; t0 be 1 t: the Holy Spirit...If
God’s book before they received the L . hey‘s hal fali away, to renew them
Holy Spmt on the day of Pentecost 1 ‘ ‘unto repentance’”’ WHehe
6) A Chnstlans hfe |s seri-

. The apostle Paul presents another:'

_exceptional case. The Bible does not
mention Paul in relation to the book

 olhfe yet 1t does record that he was
~ separated for God’s servic ~

. birth (Gal B3} -

- This may mean that Paul’s name, b
too, was included in the book of life '
- before receiving ‘God’s Sprrlt Paul ,

lived an unusual life in the service of  tis

“If one commits this unpardon- .
~ able, unrepentable sin, he has aban-
doned his opportumty to entersﬂ‘:

nd lost God's Spirit. He is no long-

John explams “He that overcom- :
~,eth the same shall be clothed in
' whrteu raiment; and I will not blot
‘his name out of the book of life”

~ he was called to be an a
due time” (I Cor.. 15 8). .

One last scrlpture that may pre-?
sent a question is Revelation 17:8,

~ pardonable sin, his name is to be

~ bolizes the eternal pumshment to be
meted out to reprobate sinners in
~ the lake of fire. ~

written in the book of life fror
~ foundation of the world.” -
~ Does this verse support the predes—j ]y
tination of specific people from cre-
ation? No. The phrase “from the
foundation of the world” does not

‘ thr_s earth. At that time He will grant
_ eternal life to all those from the time
it of Adam whose names are found
 written in His book! - ,
~ Think of the privilege, the glory'

- book. This scripture does not teach Gods Word never falls man 1
- and the life God offers His begotten

the general predestination of man-  falter. One may not continue as a "
kind, but simply reveals that the book begotten member of God’s Famlly it
of life has been in ex1stence from the  he willfully chooses the way of dis-

beginning. . . f ‘;;aobedlence and death. Such a grievous  nized in this great book of royal
~ sin will drsquahfy hlm to become a  records. One’s ‘name in the book of
Additional names to be entered . son of God. , ~life is a precious possession. It is the
. After the first resurrectton Remember Paul s ad ';om ! As  difference between ltfe and death —
there 1s yet another tlme when this - true Chrrstlan hlS > was in the  for etermty B o
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- under my body, and brmg it mtof"* .

preached (0 others, I

' ,;,‘At that time, Christ places his '
’attestatron that this person is a be- =
 born into His Family. If the person .

elf, he forever loses thts;[;

ly gift, and were made -

of God S Chureh and" -

(Rev. 3:5). If one commits the un- |

blotted out of the book. This sym-

Christ is returning soon to govern

sons. His gift to man is membership
~in the Famlly of God, forever recog-



